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AMERICAN ACADEMY of 
PSYCHIATRY and the LAW 


BYLAWS 


ARTICLE | 
Definitions 


Section 1. As used in these Bylaws, the phrases, “psychiatry and the law,” “this 
area,” and “the field,” refer to those aspects of psychiatry which involve close and 
significant contact with the law, such as crime and delinquency, competency, 
criminal responsibility, treatment of offenders, commitment procedures, psychiat- 
ric aspects of marriage, divorce, annulment, and custody of children, personal 
injury and malpractice litigation, workers’ compensation, the civil rights of the 
mentally ill, addiction to alcohol and drugs, psychiatric testimony in court and 
before other bodies, confidentiality of records, etc. All definitions of other terms 
and words herein, unless applicable law otherwise requires, shall be as defined by 
the Articles of Incorporation, the Bylaws, or the Executive Council, in that order 
of precedence. 


ARTICLE Il 
Name and Purpose 


Section 1. Name. The name of this organization shall be the AMERICAN ACAD- 
EMY OF PSYCHIATRY AND THE LAW, hereinafter referred to as the “Acad- 
emy.” 


Section 2. Purpose. The Academy is organized exclusively for educational, scien- 

tific, and charitable purposes, including, more specifically, in the public interest: 

(a) The exchange of ideas and experience in those areas where psychiatry and 
the law overlap; 

(b) The development of standards of practice in the relationship of psychiatry 
and the law; 

(c) Encouraging development of training programs for psychiatrists desirous of 
skill and knowledge in this area; 
Stimulating and encouraging research in the field; 
Improving relationships between psychiatrists and other professionals working 
in the field; 
Providing information to the public regarding problems in the area of psy- 
chiatry and the law and the potential contributions from psychiatry; 
Publishing journals, newsletters, books or pamphlets, holding property, re- 
ceiving grants and awards, monitoring research activities conducted under its 
auspices, and organizing courses of instruction in the area of psychiatry and 
the law; 
Making distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations 
under Section 501 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corre- 
sponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law). 
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ARTICLE Ill 
Membership 


Section 1. Eligibility. Only members of the American Psychiatric Association, the 
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, or comparable psychiatric 
associations in countries other than the United States will be eligible for member- 
ship in the Academy. The word, “members,” as used in this paragraph, will include 
any category of physician membership in that association. 


Section 2. Classes of Membership. Membership shall consist of general members, 
corresponding members, members-in-training, inactive members, and life mem- 
bers. 


Section 2a. Corresponding members are persons otherwise eligible for general 
membership whose principal address is outside the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
or the Caribbean and who do not wish to maintain full voting membership in the 
Academy. 


Corresponding members may not hold office in the Academy nor be voting 
members of committees unless authorized by the Executive Council. Benefits of 
corresponding membership, as well as adjustments in dues and assessments, are 
determined by the Executive Council. 


Section 2b. Members-in-training are persons who are enrolled at least half-time in 
an appropriately accredited post-doctoral training program and who are concur- 
rently members of one of the professional organizations listed in Article III, Section 
1. Members-in-training may not hold office in the Academy nor be voting members 


of committees unless authorized by the Executive Council. Benefits of membership- 
in-training, as well as adjustment in dues and assessments, are determined by the 
Executive Council. 


Section 2c. Inactive members are persons who have been general members for 
fewer than 15 years or have not reached the age of 70 and have fully retired. 
General members who have not fully retired will be granted inactive status only 
upon individual review and approval by the Executive Council or its agent body. 
Inactive members may not hold office in the Academy nor be voting members of 
committees unless authorized by the Executive Council. Benefits of inactive 
membership, as well as adjustments of dues and assessments, are determined by 
the Executive Council. 


Section 2d. Life Members are members who have been general members for 15 
years and have reached the age of 70. Benefits of life membership, as well as 
adjustments of dues and assessments, are determined by the Executive Council. 


Section 3. Application for Membership. An Applicant for membership shall submit 
an application to the Academy’s Chairperson of the Membership Committee, or 
other designated Academy office, for report and recommendation. An Applicant 
whose credentials are in order shall be admitted to the appropriate class of 
membership. 


Section 4. Voting Rights. General members shall have the right to equal vote in 
the business of the Academy. Corresponding members, members-in-training, and 
inactive members shall have no voting rights in either the general or the committee 
business of the Academy, except as provided in Section 2 above. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Officers and Executive Council 


Section 1. Executive Council. The Executive Council shall consist of the following 
officers of the Academy: President, President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, the most recent living Past President, and six (6) Councilors. 


Section 2. Duties of the Officers. The duties of the named officers shall be those 
usually associated with each title. 


Section 3. Elections and Terms of Office. The following officers shall be elected at 
Annual Meetings of the Academy: President-Elect, Vice President, and two Coun- 
cilors shall be elected at each Annual Meeting. The Secretary and the Treasurer 
shall be elected at each alternate Annual Meeting. The President-Elect shall not be 
eligible for re-election as President-Elect until one year after completing a term as 
President. 

Councilors shall serve for three (3) years. with two (2) Councilors elected each year. 
Candidates will be presented to the membership by the Nominating Committee at 
the Academy’s Semi-Annual preceding the Meeting at which elections will be held. 
Nominations, if seconded, can also be received from the floor at the Semi-Annual 
Meeting. 

If there is more than one nominee for any office, election for the office will be by 
majority vote of a secret ballot of the appropriate classes of membership of the 
Academy in good standing. If there is only one nominee for an office, secret ballot 
need not be used. 


Section 4. Executive Council Meetings. Executive Council Meetings will ordinarily 
be held in connection with the Annual Meeting and the Semi-Annual Meeting of 
the Academy each at a place and time designated by the President. 


Special Meetings may be called by the President or by any three (3) Members of 
the Executive Council. At least seven (7) days’ notice of such a special Executive 
Council Meeting shall be given to Executive Council members. When necessary, 
the Executive Council may transact its business by means of a conference telephone 
call. 

The Penultimate and antepenultimate living Past Presidents will be notified of and 
will be invited to attend all meetings of the Executive Council. They shall have 
floor privileges but not the right to vote. 


Section 5. Duties of the Executive Council. The Executive Council will act for the 
Academy, speak in its name, have title to its property, and preform all acts necessary 
to achieve the purposes of the Academy, except when the membership is assembled 
in general meeeting. On those occasions the general membership shall assume such 
powers. 


Section 6. Temporary filling of Vacancies. If the position of President becomes 
vacant, the President-Elect will succeed to that title and office. 

If any other office or Council position becomes vacant, the President, with the 
consent of the Executive Council, will designate a member to finish the term. 


Section 7. Recall of Officers. Recall of any elected officer may be initiated by a 
petition signed by thirty (30) members or five (5) percent of the membership, 
whichever is greater. A majority vote of members voting by special mail ballot 
shall effect recall. 
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ARTICLE V 


Committees 


Section 1. Standing Committees. The following shall be standing committees of the 
Academy: 

(a) Program Committee, consisting of a minimum of four (4) members appointed 
bythe President. Members of this committee will serve for three (3) Years, with 
approximately one-third of the members serving their first, second, and third year 
respectively. The President will determine which member of this committee will 
be its chairperson. The Program Committee will develop scientific and social 
programs on dates selected by the Executive Council and will be authorized to 
expend sums of money for that purpose within budgetary limits set by the Executive 
Council. 

(b) Membership Committee, consisting of a minimum of four (4) members ap- 
pointed by the President. Members of this committee will serve for three (3) years, 
with approximately one-third of the members serving their first, second, and third 
year respectively. The President will determine which member of this committee 
will be its chairperson. The Membership Committee will examine credentials of 
applicants for membership in the Academy and make recommendations thereon. 
The committee will also develop methods of recruiting new members and study 
possible changes in membership status and make recommendations in that regard. 
(c) Education Committee, consisting of a minimum of four (4) members appointed 
by the President. Members of this committee will serve for three (3) years, with 
approximately one-third of the members serving their first, second, and third year 
respectively. The President will determine which member of this committee will 
be its chairperson. The Education Committee will assist in the development of 
educational programs at various training centers and in the establishment of study 
groups where formal training centers do not exist. 

(d) Ethics Committee, consisting of a minimum of four (4) members appointed by 
the President. Members of this committee will serve for three (3) years, with 
approximately one-third of the members serving their first, second, and third year 
respectively. The President will determine which member of this committee will 
be its chairperson. The Ethics Committee will develop guidelines for the ethical 
concerns of the organization and will consider such questions of ethics that might 
be brought to its attention by the Executive Council. 

(e) Budget Committee, consisting of a minimum of four (4) members appointed 
by the President. Members of this committee will serve for three (3) years, with 
approximately one-third of the members serving their first, second, and third year 
respectively. The President will determine which member of this committee will 
be its chairperson. The Budget Committee will formulate an operating budget for 
the Academy and advise the Executive Council in financial matters. 

(f) Nominating Committee, consisting of the President, the two (2) immediate living 
Past Presidents, and the four (4) Councilors whose terms of office do not end at 
the time of the election for which the Committee presents nominees. The President 
shall act as Chairperson. One or more candidates for each elected office will be 
presented by the Nominating Committee as provided in these Bylaws. 


Section 2. Other committees, including additional standing committees and ad hoc 
committees, may be created by the Executive Council or by the membership, 
which, by enabling resolution, will indicate the size, term, mission, mode of 
establishing membership and authority of such committees. 
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Section 3. Committee Chairpersons. The chairperson of each committee expires 
with each new taking of office of President. 


Section 4. Committee Membership. Except with respect to the Nominating Com- 
mittee, any member, elected officer, or Councilor may be appointed to or removed 
from any committee by the President. Except with respect to the Nominating 
Committee, when a vacancy occurs in a committee, the President will designate 
another member of the Academy to finish the unexpired portion of the term. 
Additional committee members may be appointed to a committee by the President. 


ARTICLE VI 
Meetings 


Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Academy will hold at least one (1) Annual Meeting 
and one (1) Semi-Annual Meeting each year, each at a place and time designated 
by the Executive Council. At each meeting, there will be a general membership 
business session and one (1) or more scientific programs. The regular election of 
officers shall take place only at the Annual Meeting. 


Section 2. Other Meetings. Other meetings in addition to an Annual or Semi- 
Annual meeting may be held at places and times designated by the Executive 
Council. 


Section 3. Quorum. A quorum for purposes of conducting general membership 
business will consist of fifty (SO) members or ten percent (10%) of the membership. 


ARTICLE VII 
Finances 


Section 1. Dues and Assessments. The expenses of the Academy will be met by 
dues and assessments distributed among the members and by income from various 
Academy revenue-producing activities. The Executive Council will fix the amount 
of such dues or assessments for the various classes of membership of the Academy. 
A member in arrears in payment for one (1) year shall be reported to the Executive 
Council. The Executive Council may waive payment of dues for sufficient reason, 
or the member shall be suspended from membership. Suspension from membership 
means that the members will lose all benefits of membership, including subscription 
to the Bulletin and Newsletter, but will continue to be listed as a member in the 
Membership Directory. After two (2) years of such arrearage, the Executive Council 
may continue to waive payment of dues for sufficient reason, or membership in 
the Academy shall be terminated upon a majority vote of the Executive Council. 
For these purposes, the fiscal year shall be January through December thirty-first 
of each year. 

The Academy’s books shall be audited annually. A certificate of approval by the 
auditors shall be presented to the membership. 


ARTICLE VIII 
Amendments 


Section 1. Proposed Amendments by the Executive Council. The Executive Council 
has authority to submit any proposed amendments to these Bylaws to the mem- 
bership at an Annual or a Semi-Annual Meeting. 
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Section 2. Proposed Amendments by the Membership. Any member may submit 
a proposed amendment on written petition signed by at least thirty-five (35) 
members or five percent (5%) of the membership, whichever is less. 


Section 3. Approval of Amendments. In order to become effective, an amendment 
must be approved by two-thirds of the membership voting. A vote on a proposed 
amendment may be taken either by a mail ballot or, if prior notice has been 
received by the membership, at an Annual or a Semi-Annual Meeting. 


ARTICLE IX 
Parliamentary Authority 


Section 1. Parliamentary Authority. Unless otherwise provided in its Articles of 
Incorporation or Bylaws, the conduct of meetings of the Executive Council and of 
the membership shall be governed by rules promulgated by the Executive Council 
or, in the absence of such rules, by the rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, 
Newly Revised, latest edition available. 


Section 2. Suspension of Rules. The rules promulgated by the Executive Council 
governing the conduct of meetings may be suspended at any meeting by a majority 
vote of the members present. 


ARTICLE X 


State Chapters 


Section 1. State Chapters. The Executive Council may approve affiliation of State 
Chapters or membership groups within the Academy. Affiliated State Chapters or 
membership groups shall be responsible for their own administration and financing 
except that their policies are subject to the review and approval of the National 
Organization. Each State Chapter or membership group may delegate one (1) 
member as a representative to attend meetings of the Executive Council. Such 
representation shall be without voting privileges. 


ARTICLE XI 


Section 1. Effective Date. These Bylaws, as well as future amendments to them, 
shall become effective upon adoption by the membership. 


Amended 10/93 
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AMERICAN ACADEMY of 
PSYCHIATRY and the LAW 


Ethical Guidelines for the 
Practice of Forensic Psychiatry 


Adopted May, 1987 
Revised October, 1989 and October 1991 


I. Preamble 

The American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law is dedicated to the highest 
standards of practice in forensic psychiatry. Recognizing the unique aspects of this 
practice which is at the interface of the professions of psychiatry and the law, the 
Academy presents these guidelines for the ethical practice of forensic psychiatry. 
Commentary 

Forensic Psychiatry is a subspecialty of psychiatry, a medical specialty. Member- 
ship in the American Psychiatric Association, or its equivalent, is a prerequisite for 
membership in the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law. Hence, these 
guidelines supplement the Annotations Especially Applicable to Psychiatry of the 
American Psychiatric Association to the Principles of Medical Ethics of the 
American Medical Association. 


The American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law endorses the Definition of 
Forensic Psychiatry adopted by the American Board of Forensic Psychiatry, Inc.: 

“Forensic psychiatry is a subspecialty of psychiatry in which scientific and clinical 
expertise is applied to legal issues in legal contexts embracing civil, criminal, 
correctional or legislative matters: forensic psychiatry should be practiced in 
accordance with guidelines and ethical principles enunciated by the profession of 
psychiatry.” (Adopted May 20, 1985) 

The forensic psychiatrist practices this subspecialty at the interface of two 
professions, each of which is concerned with human behavior and each of which 
has developed its own particular institutions, procedures, values and vocabulary. 
As a consequence, the practice of forensic psychiatry entrails inherent potentials 
for complications, conflicts, misunderstandings and abuses. 

In view of these concerns, the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law 
provides these guidelines for the ethical practice of forensic psychiatry. 


Il. Confidentiality 

Respect for the individual’s right of privacy and the maintenance of confiden- 
tiality are major concerns of the psychiatrist performing forensic evaluations. The 
psychiatrist maintains confidentiality to the extent possible given the legal context. 
Special attention is paid to any limitations on the usual precepts of medical 
confidentiality. An evaluation of forensic purposes begins with notice to the evaluee 
of any limitations on confidentiality. Information or reports derived from the 
forensic evaluation are subject to the rules of confidentiality as apply to the 
evaluation and any disclosure is restricted accordingly. 
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Commentary 


The forensic situation often presents significant problems in regard to confiden- 
tiality. The psychiatrist must be aware of and alert to those issues of privacy and 
confidentiality presented by the particular forensic situation. Notice should be 
given as to any limitations. For example, before beginning a forensic evaluation, 
the psychiatrist should inform the evaluee that although he is a psychiatrist, he is 
not the evaluee’s “doctor.” The psychiatrist should indicate for whom he is 
conducting the examination and what he will do with the information obtained as 
a result of the examination. There is a continuing obligation to be sensitive to the 
fact that although a warning has been given, there may be slippage and a treatment 
relationship may develop in the mind of the examinee. 

The psychiatrist should take precautions to assure that none of the confidential 
information he receives falls into the hands of unauthorized persons. 

The psychiatrist should clarify with a potentially retaining attorney whether an 
initial screening conversation prior to a formal agreement will interdict consultation 
with the opposing side if the psychiatrist decides not to accept the consultation. 

In a treatment situation, whether in regard to an inpatient or to an outpatient in 
a parole, probation, or conditional release situation, the psychiatrist should be clear 
about any limitations on the usual principles of confidentiality in the treatment 
relationship and assure that these limitations are communicated to the patient. 
The psychiatrist should be familiar with the institutional policies in regard to 
confidentiality. Where no policy exists, the psychiatrist should clarify these matters 
with the institutional authorities and develop working guidelines to define his role. 


III. Consent 


The informed consent of the subject of a forensic evaluation is obtained when 
possible. Where consent is not required, notice is given to the evaluee of the nature 
of the evaluation. If the evaluee is not competent to give consent, substituted 
consent is obtained in accordance with the laws of the jurisdiction. 

Commentary 

Consent is one of the core values of the ethical practice of medicine and 
psychiatry. It reflects respect for the person, a fundamental principle in the practices 
of medicine, psychiatry and forensic psychiatry. Obtaining informed consent is an 
expression of this respect. 

It is important to appreciate that in particular situations, such as court ordered 
evaluations for competency to stand trial or involuntary commitment, consent is 
not required. In such a case, the psychiatrist should so inform the subject and 
explain that the evaluation is legally required and that if the subject refuses to 
participate in the evaluation, this fact will be included in any report or testimony. 

With regard to any person charged with criminal acts, ethical considerations 
preclude forensic evaluation prior to access to, or availability of legal counsel. The 
only exception is an examination for the purpose of rendering emergency medical 
care and treatment. 


Consent to treatment in a jail or prison or other criminal justice setting must be 
differentiated from consent to evaluation. The psychiatrists providing treatment in 
these settings should be familiar with the jurisdiction’s rules in regard to the 
patient’s right to refuse treatment. 
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IV. Honesty and Striving for Objectivity 

The forensic psychiatrist functions as an expert within the legal process. Although 
he may be retained by one party to a dispute in civil matter or the prosecution or 
defense in a criminal matter, he adheres to the principles of honesty and striving 
for objectivity. His clinical evaluation and the application of the data obtained to 
the legal criteria are performed in the spirit of such honesty and striving for 
objectivity. His opinion reflects this honesty and striving for objectivity. 
Commentary 

The adversarial nature of our Anglo-American legal process presents special 
hazards for the practicing forensic psychiatrist. Being retained by one side in a civil 
or criminal matter exposes the forensic psychiatrist to the potential for unintended 
bias and the danger of distortion of his opinion. It is the responsibility of the 
forensic psychiatrist to minimize such hazards by carrying our his responsibilities 
in an honest manner striving to reach an objective opinion. 


The practicing forensic psychiatrist enhances the honesty and striving for objec- 
tivity of his work by basing his forensic reports and his forensic testimony on all 
the data available to him. He communicates the honesty and striving for objectivity 
of his work and the soundness of his clinical opinion by distinguishing, to the 
extent possible, between verified and unverified information as well as between 


” 6: 


clinical “facts”, “inferences” and “impressions.” 


While it is ethical to provide consultation to an adversary in a legal dispute as a 
testifying or reporting expert, honesty and striving for objectivity are required. The 
impression that a psychiatrist in a forensic situation might distort his opinion in 
the service of the party which retained him is especially detrimental to the profession 
and must be assiduously avoided. Honesty, objectivity and the adequacy of the 
clinical evaluation may be called into question when an expert opinion is offered 
without a personal examination. While there are authorities who would bar an 
expert opinion in regard to an individual who has not been personally examined, 
it is the position of the Academy that if, after earnest effort, it is not possible to 
conduct a personal examination, an opinion may be rendered on the basis of other 
information. However, under such circumstances, it is the responsibility of the 
forensic psychiatrist to assure that the statement of his opinion and any reports of 
testimony based on this opinion clearly indicate that there was no personal 
examination and the opinion expressed is thereby limited. 

In custody cases, honesty and striving for objectivity require that all parties be 
interviewed, if possible, before an opinion is rendered. When this is not possible, 
or if for any reason not done, this fact should be clearly indicated in the forensic 
psychiatrist’s report and testimony. Where one parent has not been seen, even after 
deliberate effort, it may be inappropriate to comment on that parent’s fitness as a 
parent. Any comments on that parent’s fitness shoula be qualified and the data for 
the opinion be clearly indicated. 

Contingency fees, because of the problems that these create in regard to honesty 
and striving for objectivity, should not be accepted. On the other hand, retainer 
fees do not create problems in regard to honesty and striving for objectivity and, 
therefore, may be accepted. 

A treating psychiatrist should generally avoid agreeing to be an expert witness or 
to perform an evaluation of his patient for legal purposes because a forensic 
evaluation usually requires that other people be interviewed and testimony may 
adversely affect the therapeutic relationship. 
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V. Qualifications 

Expertise in the practice of forensic psychiatry is claimed only in areas of actual 
knowledge and skills, training and experience. 
Commentary 

As regards expert opinions, reports and testimony, the expert’s qualifications 
should be presented accurately and precisely. As a correlate of the principle that 
expertise may be appropriately claimed only in areas of actual knowledge, skill, 
training and experience, there are areas of special expertise, such as the evaluation 
of children of persons of foreign cultures, or prisoners, that may require special 
training and expertise. 


VI. Procedures for Handling Complaints of Unethical Conduct 

Complaints of unethical conduct against members of the Academy will be 
returned to the complainant with guidance as to where the complaint should be 
registered. Generally, they will be referred to the local district branch of the 
American Psychiatric Association (APA). If the member does not belong to the 
APA, the complainant will be referred to the state licensing board or to the 
psychiatric association in the appropriate country. If either the APA, American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, or the psychiatric association of 
another country should expel or suspend a member, AAPL will also expel or 
suspend the member upon notification of such action regardless of continuing 
membership status in other organizations. AAPL will not necessarily follow the 
APA or other organizations in other actions. 
Commentary 

It is the present policy of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law not 


to adjudicate questions of unethical conduct against members or nonmembers. 

General questions in regard to ethical practice in forensic psychiatry are wel- 
comed by the Academy and should be submitted for consideration to the Com- 
mittee on Ethics. 


The Committee will issue opinions on general or hypothetical questions but will 
not issue an opinion on the ethical conduct of a specific forensic psychiatrist or 
about an actual case. 

Should a specific complaint against a member be submitted to the Academy, it 
will be referred to the Chair of the Ethics Committee, The Chair will, in turn, 
generally direct the complainant to the ethics committee of the local district branch 
of the American Psychiatric Association, to the state licensing board, or to the 
psychiatric organization of other countries for foreign members. 

The Academy, through its Committee on Ethics, or in any other way suitable, 
will assist the local or national committee on ethics of the American Psychiatric 
Association, state licensing boards or ethics committees of psychiatric organizations 
in other countries in the adjudication of complaints of unethical conduct or the 
development of guidelines of ethical conduct as they relate to forensic psychiatric 
issues. 
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Herbert E. Thomas, M.D. 
Editor-in-Chief 1972-1981 


The early years of the Bulletin 
were notable for the volunteer ef- 
forts of friends at AAPL. Professor 
Harry Foster, then teaching at New 
York University School of Law, 
wrote a regular column. My secre- 
tary at the time, Polly Odom, who 
later became the Comptroller at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law, did the managing. Most im- 
portantly, Jerry O’Mara, the Chief 
Librarian at Western Psychiatric 
Institute and Clinic, made the Bul- 
letin respectable in publishing cir- 
cles. However, the credit for the 
success of the early issues goes to 
those authors who might well have 

* chosen more established publica- 

oe tions in which to express their 

f ideas, but instead chose the Bulle- 

tin. It was their loyalty to AAPL that provided the foundation for the 
quality publication we have today. 
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Richard T. Rada, M.D. 
Editor-in-Chief 1981-1990 


When I became Editor-in-Chief 
_ of the Bulletin in 1981 AAPL had 
1 just entered its second decade. The 
| field of psychiatry and the law, 
often viewed as an arcane specialty 
with a few dedicated proponents, 
was generating growing interest 
among general psychiatrists. AAPL 
itself had experienced exponential 
growth in the mid- to late 1970s 
and then numbered nearly 900 
members. 

My first priorities as Editor were, 
however, straightforward and 
somewhat mundane. In America, 
our biggest war at that time was 
against double-digit inflation. 
Thus, my first priority was to limit 
the growing cost of publishing and 
distributing the Bulletin. The sec- 
ond priority was to publish and 

distribute each issue on a timely basis. Through careful cost oversight and 
the use of a reputable redactor, we accomplished both goals. 

The overarching goal was to maintain the high quality content of the 
Bulletin developed under Herb Thomas and, where possible, to improve it. 
Whether we reached this goal is for others to judge. If we did, it was due to 
the combined efforts of many, particularly the associate editors and staff of 
AAPL. 

In looking back, what impressed me most during my ten years as Editor 
was the ever-expanding scope and sophistication of the manuscripts sub- 
mitted for review. A journal is, after all, nothing more than a written 
testament of the daily intellectual pursuits of our colleagues. It is, therefore, 
with a shared sense of pride that I re-read issues of the Bulletin published 
during the 1980s, and it is with a sense of excitement and appreciation that 
I watch the Bulletin achieve new goals under Sy Halleck. 
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Seymour L. Halleck, M.D. 
Editor-in-Chief 1991- 


I assumed the editorship of the 
Bulletin of the American Academy 
of Psychiatry and the Law at a time 
when forensic psychiatry was in an 
interesting state of transition. From 
the standpoint of an editor, the 
most important change was a shift 
toward more scientific study of fo- 
rensic problems. Most of the papers 
submitted to the Bulletin today are 
based on careful compilation and 
review of data which deals with 
what actually happens to individ- 
uals involved in the forensic sys- 
tem. New as well as older programs 
are no longer simply described, but 
are studied and evaluated on the 
basis of carefully developed out- 
come criteria. In short, the Bulletin 
has evolved toward becoming more 
of a scientific journal reflecting a 

general trend apparent in all aspects of psychiatric publication. 

In many ways the evolvement of the Bulletin to a more academic 
publication is nicely complemented by the emergence of a first-rate AAPL 
newsletter which publishes many of the case studies, court decisions, and 
opinions which once might have appeared in the Bulletin. This does not 
mean that the Bulletin is no longer interested in creative ideas which can 
be presented without the use of statistical data, interesting case studies, or 
comprehensive summary articles. It is just that there are fewer of those and, 
hopefully, the standard for publishing them has been elevated. 

Other trends in forensic psychiatry are having a continuous influence 
upon the Bulletin. The number of psychiatrists interested in forensic psy- 
chiatry who are becoming active members of AAPL is increasing at a very 
rapid rate. Most of our new members are interested in being active practi- 
tioners of forensic psychiatry. This may reflect a change from earlier years 
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when the organization was heavily influenced by academicians who were 
more interested in the theoretical and political aspects of the field. One of 
the difficult tasks for the Bulletin today is to serve the educational needs of 
a burgeoning number of practitioners while preserving the inquiring and 
questioning attitudes of the past. I believe the best way the Bulletin can 
accomplish this task is by continuing to publish papers which scientifically 
study what happens to those involved in the forensic system. At the same 
time, the Bulletin will remain open to creative ideas and critical reviews 
presented by those who testify in court, work in the criminal justice system, 
or deal with the manner in which the legal sysgem regulates psychiatric 
practice. 
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